THE  STRUGGLE  FOR EXISTENCE
good, for their ineligibility to sit in Parliament had been
retained. Government remained in the hands of those
who were members of the Church of Ireland, and neither
Protestant Dissenters nor Catholics had any part in it.
The leading anti-English organization was called the
"United Irishmen", because it worked for a union of the
Dissenters in the North and the Catholics in the South.
In these circumstances it was not surprising that the dis-
contented began to look to France, with whom the Irish
connection had always been strong, for help, and in 1796
a French expedition came within an ace of landing in
Kerry. Unfortunately, the threat of danger impelled
the loyalists to repression rather than conciliation, and the
Orangemen, embodied in regiments of yeomanry, ac-
quired a most unsavoury reputation for cruelty. These
units were reinforced by others from Great Britain, in-
cluding a regiment from Wales called the "Ancient
Britons". The methods of the yeomanry can be gathered
from an incident which took place near Newry. Infor-
mation was received that arms were concealed in a certain
house, and when this proved not to be the case, the
building was set on fire by the Ancient Britons. The
peasants in the neighbourhood, supposing the conflagra-
tion to be accidental, came to extinguish it, whereupon
they were attacked by troopers, who killed thirty of them,
including a woman and two children. An old man of
seventy, who had fled from the scene of slaughter, was
decapitated with a blow from a sabre while he was asking
for mercy on his knees. In imitation of the Jacobins the
United Irishmen wore their hair short, and it was a
favourite pastime with the yeomen to torture "croppies"
by affixing to their heads a "pitch-cap", a covering lined
with hot pitch, which could not be removed without
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